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Chapter Four 
Section one 

The various ways of symbolizing and working with the counting numbers are called numeration 
systems.  The purpose of numeration systems is a tool of “information transfer”.  For example, 
you may use pebbles to record the number of sheep and use tally sticks to record numbers when 
you summarize a set of survey questionnaires.   The tally sticks based on grouping method to 
count the numbers.  The size of the groupings is called base of the number system.  The 
following list historical numeration systems: 

• Ancient Egyptian Numeration – Simple Grouping 
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Hindu-Arabic system:
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